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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment was received on 3/3 1/05, and has been entered and made of 
record Currently, claims 7-14, 21-28, 35, 45, and 50 are pending. 

2. The indicated allowability of claims 7-14y 21-28, 35, 45, and 50 is withdrawn in view of 
the newly discovered reference(s) to Mertama et al (U.S. Patent Number 6,629,130). Rejections 
based on the newly cited reference(s) follow. 

Claim Rejections -35 use §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent xinless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 7, 21, 35, 45, and 50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Mertama et al (U.S. Patent Number 6,629,130). 

Regarding claim 7, Mertama discloses a communication apparatus (user terminal 10, see 
Fig. 1) for forming and outputting image data on the basis of data received via a network (see 
Figs. 2 and 3), comprising a receiving unit adapted to receive data composed of a predetermined 
character code (step 21 in Fig. 2, column 4, hnes 47-67), an extracting unit adapted to analyze 
the data received by the receiving unit and to extract binary data encoded by the character code 
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(column 4, lines 47-67, and step 320 in Fig. 3, column 5, lines 33-54), and a converting unit 
adapted to convert the binary data extracted by the extracting unit into image data (column 4, 
line 60-column 5, line 13), a first determining unit adapted to determine, during a receiving 
session by the receiving unit, whether the binary data is convertible into image data (column 4, 
line 53-column 5, hne 21), and a &st informing unit adapted to inform a source of the received 
data of the determination result from the first determining unit during the receiving session 
(column 5, lines 2-32, and steps 340-342 in Fig. 3, column 5, lines 33-63), wherein the first 
determining unit and the first informing unit operate during the same receiving session (column 
5, lines 2-32, and steps 340-342 in Fig. 3, column 5, lines 33-63). 

Regarding claim 8, Mertama discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 7, and 
further teaches that the receiving unit receives data by an electric mail protocol (step 21 in Fig. 2, 
column 4, lines 47-67), and the first informing unit informs the source by using a response signal 
in the electric mail protocol (column 5, lines 2-32, and steps 340-342 in Fig. 3, column 5, lines 
33-63, see Figs. 9-11). 

Regarding claim 9, Mertama discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 7, and 
further teaches of a second informing unit adapted to transmit, if the second determining unit 
determines that the data is inconvertible, a message concerning the information transmitted by 
the first informing unit in another session after the receiving session is completed (column 5, line 
63-column 6, line 8, and column 6, line 57-column 7, line 39). 

Regarding claim 10, Mertama discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 9, and 
further teaches of a second determining unit adapted to determine a language type of the source 
of the received binary data, which is extracted from a character data portion other than the binary 
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data (column 6, lines 9-65), wherein the second informing unit transmits a message 
corresponding to the language type determined by the second determining unit (column 5, Unes 
51-63, and column 6, line 41 -column 7, line 29). 

Regarding claim 11, Mertama discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 7, and 
further teaches of a third determining unit adapted to transmit, during the receiving session by 
the receiving unit, whether the binary data encoded by the character code can be decoded (), 
wherein the first informing unit informs the source of the received data of the determination 
result from the third determining unit during the receiving session (column 6, Kne 9-column 7, 
line 29). 

Regarding claim 12, Mertama discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 11, and 
further teaches that the receiving unit receives data by an electric mail protocol (step 21 in Fig. 2, 
column 4, lines 47-67), and the first informing unit informs by using a response signal in the 
electric mail protocol (column 5, lines 2-32, and steps 340-342 in Fig. 3, column 5, lines 33-63, 
see Figs. 9-11). 

Regarding claim 13, Mertama discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 11, and 
further teaches of a third informing unit adapted to transmit, if the third determining unit 
determines that the data is inconvertible, a message conceming the information transmitted by 
the first informing unit in another session after the receiving session is completed (column 5, line 
63-column 6, line 8, and column 6, line 57-column 7, hne 39). 

Regarding claim 14, Mertama discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 13, and 
further teaches of a language determining unit adapted to determine a language type of the 
source of the received binary data, which is extracted from a character data portion other than the 
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binary data (column 6, lines 9-65), wherein the third informing unit transmits a message 
corresponding to the language type determined by the language determining unit (column 5, Unes 
51-63, and column 6, Une 41-column 7, hne 29). 

Regarding claim 21, Mertama discloses a method of forming and outputting image data 
on the basis of data received via a network (see Figs. 2 and 3), comprising receiving data 
composed of a predetermined character code (step 21 in Fig. 2, column 4, lines 47-67), analyzing 
the received data and extracting binary data encoded by the character code (column 4, lines 47- 
67, and step 320 in Fig. 3, column 5, lines 33-54), and converting the extracted binary data into 
image data (column 4, Une 60-column 5, line 13), determining, during a receiving session in 
which the receiving step is performed, whether the binary data is convertible into image data, 
and outputting a second determination result (column 4, line 53-column 5, hne 21), and 
informing a source of the received data of the second determination result during the receiving 
session (column 5, lines 2-32, and steps 340-342 in Fig. 3, column 5, lines 33-63), wherein the 
determining step and the informing step are performed during the same receiving session 
(column 5, Knes 2-32, and steps 340-342 in Fig. 3, column 5, lines 33-63), 

Regarding claim 22, Mertama discloses the method discussed above in claim 21, and 
further teaches that the receiving step includes receiving data by an electric mail protocol (step 
21 in Fig. 2, column 4, lines 47-67), and the second determination result is transmitted by using a 
response signal in the electric mail protocol (column 5, lines 2-32, and steps 340-342 in Fig. 3, 
column 5, lines 33-63, see Figs. 9-1 1). 

Regarding claim 23, Mertama discloses the method discussed above in claim 21, and 
further teaches of transmitting, if the second determination result indicates that the data is 
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inconvertible, a message concerning the second determination result in another session after the 
receiving session is completed (colunm 5, line 63-column 6, Hne 8, and column 6, line 57- 
column 7, line 39). 

Regarding claim 24, Mertama discloses the method discussed above in claim 23, and 
further teaches of determining a language type of a search of the received binary data, which is 
extracted from a character data portion other than the binary data (column 6, hues 9-65), wherein 
a message corresponding to the language type is transmitted in another session (column 5, hnes 
51-63, and column 6, Une 41 -column 7, line 29). 

Regarding claim 25, Mertama discloses the method discussed above in claim 21, and 
further teaches of determining, during the receiving session of the receiving step, whether the 
binary data encoded by the character code can be decoded, and outputting a third determination 
result (column 6, Une 9-column 7, Hne 29), wherein the source of the received data is informed 
of the third determining unit during the receiving session (column 6, line 9-column 7, Une 29). 

Regarding claim 26, Mertama discloses the method discussed above in claim 25, and 
further teaches that the receiving step includes receiving data by an electric mail protocol (step 
21 in Fig. 2, column 4, lines 47-67), and the informing step includes informing the source by 
using a response signal in the electric mail protocol (column 5, Unes 2-32, and steps 340-342 in 
Fig. 3, column 5, Unes 33-63, see Figs. 9-1 1). 

Regarding claim 27, Mertama discloses the method discussed above in claim 25, and 
further teaches of transmitting, if the third determination result indicates that the data is 
inconvertible, a message concerning the third determination result in another session after the 
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receiving session is completed (column 5, line 63-column 6, line 8, and column 6, line 57- 
column 7, line 39). 

Regarding claim 28, Mertama discloses the method discussed above in claim 27, and 
further teaches of determining a language type of the source of the received binary data, which is 
extracted from a character data portion other than the binary data (column 6, Unes 9-65), wherein 
a message corresponding to the determined language type is transmitted in another session 
(column 5, lines 51-63, and column 6, line 41-column 7, line 29). 

Regarding claim 55, Mertama discloses a storage medium storing a computer program 
(being inherent in the user terminal 10, seen in Fig. 1) to be executed by a computer of a 
communication apparatus (user terminal 10) for forming and outputting image data on the basis 
of data received via a network (see Figs. 2 and 3), the computer program comprising the steps of 
receiving data composed of a predetermined character code (step 21 in Fig. 2, column 4, hnes 
47-67), analyzing the received data and extracting binary data encoded by the character code 
(column 4, lines 47-67, and step 320 in Fig. 3, column 5, lines 33-54), and converting the 
extracted binary data into image data (column 4, line 60-column 5, line 13), determining, during 
a receiving session in which the receiving step is performed, whether the binary data is 
convertible into image data, and outputting a second determination result (column 4, line 53- 
column 5, hne 21), and informing a source of the received data of the second determination 
result during the receiving session (column 5, lines 2-32, and steps 340-342 in Fig. 3, column 5, 
lines 33-63), wherein the determining step and the informing step are performed during the same 
receiving session (column 5, lines 2-32, and steps 340-342 in Fig. 3, column 5, Unes 33-63). 
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Regarding claim 45, Mertama discloses a communication apparatus (user terminal 10, 
see Fig. 1) comprising a receiving unit adapted to receive electronic mail (step 21 in Fig. 2, 
column 4, lines 47-67), an extracting unit adapted to analyze the electronic mail received by the 
receiving unit and to extract binary data attached to the electronic mail (column 4, lines 47-67, 
and step 320 in Fig. 3, column 5, lines 33-54), a converting unit adapted to convert the binary 
data extracted by the extracting unit into image data (column 4, line 60-column 5, line 13), and 
an output unit adapted to output the image data converted by the converting unit (step 25 in Fig. 
2, column 5, lines 2-7), wherein if during a receiving session of the electronic mail, the 
converting unit detects that the binary data is inconvertible into image data (column 4, line 53- 
column 5, hne 21), a source of the electronic mail is informed of a conversion error during the 
same receiving session (column 5, lines 2-32, and steps 340-342 in Fig. 3, column 5, lines 33- 
63). 

Regarding claim 50, Mertama discloses a method of forming and outputting image data 
on the basis of received electronic mail (see Figs. 2 and 3), comprising the steps of receiving 
electronic mail (step 21 in Fig. 2, column 4, lines 47-67), analyzing the received electronic mail 
and extracting binary data attached to the electronic mail (column 4, lines 47-67, and step 320 in 
Fig. 3, column 5, hnes 33-54), converting the extracted binary data into image data (column 4, 
line 60-column 5, hne 13), and outputting the converted image data (step 25 in Fig. 2, column 5, 
lines 2-7), wherein if during a receiving session of the electronic mail, the binary data is found to 
be inconvertible into image data (column 4, hne 53-column 5, line 21), a source of the electronic 
mail is informed of a conversion error during the same receiving session (column 5, lines 2-32, 
and steps 340-342 in Fig. 3, column 5, hnes 33-63). 
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Citation of Pertinent Prior Art 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

Wakasugi (U.S. Patent Number 6,41 1,393) discloses a system that determines if e-mails 
can be converted into a facsimile image, and if not, the e-mail is abandoned; 

Miller, Jr. et at. (U.S. Patent Nxmiber 6,356,356) discloses a system for transmitting a 
fax to an e-mail address; 

Ueda et aL (U.S. Patent Number 5,835,789) discloses a system that that determines if 
conversion is possible at the sending side; and 

Sekiguchi (U.S. Patent Number 5,095,445) discloses a data transmission system that 
converts messages to different formats. 
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Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joe Pokrzywa whose telephone number is (571) 272-7410. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Pubhc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EEC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Joseph R. Pokrzywa 
Primary Examiner 




